Participation Agreement for Woodard Lane Cohousing (to be updated in 2025) 
Whereas our purpose in living in community is to strengthen our ties to other people, live consistently with our values, communicate peacefully, grow spiritually, and live in harmony with each other and the land… 
And whereas community is built through mutual participation in tasks, such as cooking, cleaning, gardening, bookkeeping, repairing, celebrating and other tasks necessary for the functioning of the community…   
And whereas everyone who chooses to live in Woodard Lane Cohousing is making a choice to be part of the community…   
All members are expected to participate in the life of the community. In addition to paying dues, members are expected to contribute their time and energy, unless some other agreement is negotiated with the community. At present our expectation is that all members will join and work on at least one Circle: Outdoors, Maintenance, Community Life, and Desk.  
Members will also be encouraged to participate in some aspect of our common meals.  This might be planning meals, growing or purchasing food, cooking, and cleaning up. Members will also be expected to participate in work parties and events organized by any of the Circles. We have All-Community meetings about seven times a year, Heart Circles each quarter, and celebrations for birthdays and the seasons. 
We do not expect all participation to be equal, either over time, or in any particular period.  Our hope is that each community member will pitch in when they see a need, and contribute in ways that are fun or meaningful to them. If there is work to be done that no one wants to do, we will either hire someone to do it and split the cost or rotate these jobs fairly among everyone in the community.  We suggest that everyone takes on one job that no one wants to do. 
We as a community will set some fairly specific standards so that we as individuals are clear about our expectations of each other. People of either limited means or limited abilities (for example an elder, child, or person with a disability) can contribute in a way that fits their situation. It is likely that the community will make a provision for people to hire others to do some of their tasks, or that the community will accept a request from a member to contribute more financially, while contributing less personal labor. However, we expect that part of the contribution of each member will be made in the form of the person's presence and action within the community.   
It is our hope that people will be self-responsible about their agreements. At least once a year we will gather to celebrate the work we do together, and to co-create agreements of our intentions for the coming year. It is our belief that if someone is not following through on their commitments, there must be something going on that is getting in their way. We intend to work together, share, and listen to each other so everyone can contribute and feel part of our community.

Some possibilities for participation are:  
Landscaping and gardening 
Building repairs and maintenance 
Bookkeeping 
Childcare 
Work parties 
Meals (planning, shopping, cooking, cleaning up) 
Fun and celebrations 
Meeting planning, facilitating, organizing, etc. 
Cleaning and maintaining the common spaces 
Governing Board of Directors 
Interfacing with the larger neighborhood 

